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„10 years European cluster policy: How it started“ 

 



The trailblazer [2007] 

 

 

 

„Following the Commission‘s 

communication ‚Putting knowledge 

into practice: A broad –based 

innovation strategy for the EU‘ of 

September 2006, the Council 

invited the Commission ‚to prepare 

an analysis on how to promote the 

trans-national dimension of clusters 

in Europe.‘ The ENTR report 

responds to this request.“ 



The „zero hour“ [2008] 

„Clusters play an important role in 

driving competitiveness, innovation 

and job creation. However, to fully 

reap the benefits of clusters, the EU 

should now step up its assistance to 

Member States and regions to 

promote excellence at all levels, and 

encourage cooperation across the 

EU in order to strive for more world-

class clusters.“ 

                                      17. 10. 2008 



The Stockholm Conference Declaration 2008  

 

„In conclusion the Conference  

… 

• Calls upon the European Commission to 

further develop policy actions along the 

orientation proposed by the European 

Cluster Memorandum and put forward a 

European Cluster strategy and action 

plan to the Council, the European 

Parliament and the Committee of the 

Regions in 2008. 

…“ 

                                             23. 1. 2008 



European Cluster Observatory [since 2007] 



Clusters matter! 



(My) Vision of European cluster policy 

... and not as „greenhouse plants“ 

Clusters as robust eco-systems 



European Cluster Collaboration Platform [since 2010] 

 

 

 

  

A great moment! 

- Start of ECCP on 29 September  2010 

- New ECCP on 8 March 2016 



European Cluster Excellence Initiative [since 2010] 

…a success story! 



European Strategic Cluster Partnerships (since 2012) 



Clusters in support of industrial transformation (since 2014) 



The ideal cluster policy: Many good ideas 



Good luck! 


